What Journals Want
There is no magic or secret to getting published. (Sorry. I wish there was!) But from a consulting writer's/editor's point of view, here are some tips that will give you a better chance for success. Journals want: As the author, you will eventually spend so much time with your manuscript that you might not notice these problems. So before you submit it to the journal, ask someone who is good with details but is not an expert in your field to review your article. Ironically, those who have the least technical expertise in your topic may be the most likely to see these types of errors. Another option is to ask a professional editor for help.
Process
 Authors submit the same article to more than one journal at the same time.  Topic/study does not fall within the aims/scope/audience of the journal selected.  Submission requirements or author guidelines are not followed exactly.  Document is submitted without being edited and proofed.  Authors unintentionally plagiarize.  Primary author is not actively running the process, allowing deadlines to slip.  Authors do not build a positive relationship with the journal editor.  Authors become impatient with the process, take rejection personally, and give up.
There is only one solution to all of these process problems: be aware of them and then do the opposite! For example, never submit the same article to more than one journal at the same time, always have your document edited and proofed before submission, and take responsibility for the process.
One final thought. In working with authors on dozens of manuscripts, I have never seen one receive an e-mail message from a journal that says "accepted with no changes." Peer reviewers-bless their hard-working, unpaid hearts-seem to feel they must change something, no matter how perfect the original manuscript is. So be assured that "accepted with changes" following first peer review is the norm and you should consider it a win.
The OJOT team sincerely appreciates and values your contributions, and we understand the effort it takes to put your creativity and hard work on the page. May all of your manuscripts be easy to write and all of your post-peer review changes few!
